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ABSTRACT The study investigated urban high density students’ interests, perceptions and situations that the
learners would prefer to be exposed to and handle in relation to learning mathematics. A questionnaire was
administered to 450 randomly selected students from 5 high density secondary schools in Harare, Zimbabwe. The
main findings from the study show that students in these schools expressed a high preference for mathematics that
would provide them with access to studies at universities and technical colleges, mathematics that is relevant to
professionals such as engineers, lawyers, and accountants, and mathematics in modern gadgetry such as SMS and
ATM devices, computer games, and play stations. The students expressed low preference for mathematics related
to lottery and gambling, craft and decorations by indigenous women, pop music, and designing of clothes and shoes.
Such observations sensitize planners to a curriculum sense balancing that taps from the current interests of
learners, prospective employers, and other curriculum stake holders.



